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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dunaway 
(US 5,450,079) in view of Sampsell (US. 6,496,122), Tagg et al (US 2003/0067451 hereinafter 
Tagg) and Heidel (US 5,342,047 hereinafter Heidel). 

As to claims 1 and 10, Dunaway discloses a remote control comprising: a housing (20, 
Fig. 1); a controller (62, Fig. 3) supported by said housing (20); a display (22, Fig. 3) supported 
by said housing and coupled to said controller for communication therewith (see Fig. 3), said 
display divided into a touch screen area defining a plurality of touch selectable buttons and 
associated labels (24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36, 38, 40, 42, Fig. 2A), and a programmable message 
area (22, Fig. 2A) operative to display user selected alphabetic characters; and memory (64, Fig. 
3) coupled to said controller (62) for communication therewith and containing program 
instructions (e.g., different label buttons in different modes as shown in Fig. 2 A ad 2C). 
Dunaway further discloses depressing HELP button 44 and a selected one of user selectable 
keypads 24-42, a textual help message associated with a function associated with that user 
selectable keypad may be displayed within graphic display 22 (see col. 4, lines 2-6). 

It is noted that Dunaway does not disclose the function of the selected button is displayed 
in the message area when the selected one of the plurality selectable buttons is actuated. 
However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the device of 
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Dunaway by eliminating the HELP button because it would be more simple and quicker to get to 
information related to the selected button when only one button is actuated. 

Dunaway does not explicitly disclose the remote control that containing program 
instruction that allow a user to define a custom label for a selected one of the plurality of 
selectable buttons. However, Sampsell is cited to teach a remote control device similar to 
Dunaway. Sampsell teach a programmable remote control that containing programmable 
instruction that allow a user to define a custom label for a selected one of the plurality of 
selectable buttons (see Figs. 4, 5, and col. 10, lines 1 1-57 for example). Thus, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
the remote control of Dunaway to have the programmable instructions that allow a user to define 
a custom button as taught by Sampsell because Sampsell offers the advantage of easily 
programming a learning remote control by displaying feedback information on the image screen 
on the remote control and the convenience of the learning remote control provides backward 
compatibility with a wide array of image display device (col. 2, lines 58-63). Therefore, 
Dunaway as modified by Sampsell would allow a user to define a custom label for a selected one 
of the plurality of selectable buttons that is displayed in the message area when the selected on of 
the plurality of selectable buttons is actuated. 

Dunaway as modified does not disclose pre-etching touch screen area defining a plurality 
of touch selectable button. However, Tagg teaches a touch panel having a plurality of touch 
zones (keypads, [0137]) formed by etching a conductive sheet ([0201]). Thus, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Dunaway as modified to etch the touch screen area defining a plurality of touch selectable zones 
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(buttons or keypads) as taught by Tagg so as to improve selectivity to determine touch detection 
([0026] of Tagg). 

Dunaway as modified by Foster and Tagg also does not disclose the labels being etched 
within the touch screen area (buttons). Heidel teaches a touch screen having a plurality of 
buttons, and a translucent label etched with labels having indicia this is secured with a button 
(col. 3, lines 33-35, 57-60). Thus, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify Dunaway as modified by Foster and Tagg to 
have the labels being etched within the touch area (buttons) as taught by Heidel so as to provide 
indicia on the touch buttons to define the function of the buttons. 

As to claims 2, 1 1, Dunaway discloses message area is defined by a dot matrix 
configuration (see Fig. 2A-2C). 

As to claims 3, 12, Dunaway discloses the dot matrix configuration defines two rows of 
message area (e.g., CD PLAYER shown in the message area as shown in Fig. 2B). 

As to claims 4 and 13, Sampsell discloses that the remote including a learning mode such 
that the user can select the command to be learned in an order desired by the user (see col. 8, line 
49 to col. 9, line 52). 

As to claims 5, 14, Sampsell discloses the custom label is defined during a setup mode of 
the remote (see Fig. 3). 

As to claims 6, 15, Dunaway discloses the display comprises an LCD (see col. 3, line 19). 

As to claims 7 and 16, Sampsell teaches means, supported by said housing and coupled to 
said controller for communication therewith, for receiving signals from another remote control 
for learning the received signals; and means, supported by said housing and coupled to said 
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controller for communication therewith, for transmitting signals from the universal remote for 
control of an unconnected electronic component (see col. 8, lines 10-20). 

As to claims 8 and 17, Dunaway discloses means for receiving comprises an IR receiver 
(310, Fig.l), and said means for transmitting comprises an IR transmitter (116, Fig. 1). 

As to claim 9, Dunaway discloses a plurality of hard buttons (44, 46, 48) carried by said 
housing and coupled to said controller for communication therewith, Sampsell teaches 
programmable instructions that allow the user to define a custom label for a selected one of said 
plurality of hard buttons (8 in Fig. 4 and 5). Thus, Dunaway as modified by Sampsell, Tagg and 
Heidel discloses the limitation as claimed. 



Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-17 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicant's remarks regarding Dunaway (with Tagg and Heidel) on pages 5-7 are not 
persuasive. Sampsell is cited to teach "allow a user to define a custom label for a selected one of 
said plurality of selectable buttons", thus Dunaway as modified by Sampsell allowing a user to 
define a custom label for a selected one of a plurality of selectable buttons that is displayed in the 
message area as claimed in claims 1 and 10. 

Applicant's remarks regarding Tagg, Heidel and Sampsell on pages 7-13 are not 
persuasive. Applicants cannot show non-obviousness by attacking references individually 
where, as here the rejections are based on combination of references. 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Regina Liang whose telephone number is (571) 272-7693. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8AM to 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Hjerpe, can be reached on (571) 272-7691. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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